
This year, your child will be taking part in OxEd Whole Class, a programme 
designed to support the oral language development of all children.

Strong oral language skills help children communicate, make friends, 
understand what they learn in class, and develop the foundations for reading 
and writing. By providing rich opportunities to talk, listen, learn new words and 
tell stories, OxEd Whole Class helps children build the language skills they need 
for success in school and beyond.

Why does oral language matter?

Welcome to 
OxEd Whole Class

Each week, children will take part in three 20-minute sessions, including:

What activities will my child be doing?

Vocabulary Sessions

Two sessions each 
week focus on 
vocabulary 
development. 

Children are introduced to carefully 
selected "special words" that are 
appropriate for their age and stage 
of development.

In each session, children will:

• learn new words and what they 
mean

• practise using new vocabulary in 
conversation

• play games, role-play, sing songs, 
and complete activity sheets

• build confidence in 
understanding and using a wider 
range of words.

One session each 
week focuses on 
narrative and 
storytelling.

Children are introduced to 
engaging stories to develop the 
skills they need to become 
confident readers and writers.

In each session, children will:

• listen to and retell stories
• learn about the important parts 

of stories, including characters, 
settings and events

• practise answering and asking 
questions such as what, when, 
where and when

• learn how to sequence events.

Narrative Sessions



Throughout the programme, your child may bring home short, engaging activities 
linked to the Whole Class sessions. These help reinforce the vocabulary and 
storytelling skills learned in class and are easy to fit into everyday family 
routines. Below are examples of resources your child may receive, as well as 
simple ways to support language development at home.

How can I help at home?

These cards provide fun opportunities to practise the week's special words. 
Talking about the words regularly helps children remember them and begin using 
them independently.

Take-Home Cards

Storytelling is a challenging skill that develops through practice. These cards 
allow children to retell stories to family members, helping them practise recalling 
events, sequencing information and using story language.

Narrative Sequence Cards

One of the best ways to support your child's language development is simply 
to talk together – in English or in any language spoken at home:

• Ask about their day and listen carefully to their ideas.
• Introduce and use new words in everyday conversations.
• Read books together and talk about the characters and events.
• Encourage them to retell stories and describe things that have happened.

Talking Together
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