
 

Reception Overview 

This is the Long Term overview for Reception. This shows how the Early Learning Goals for Mathematics are broken down 

and when each Early Learning Goal is taught across the whole year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



This is the Medium Term overview for Autumn term. This gives a breakdown of the different Mathematics Early Learning Goals taught 

within each topic.  

 

 Week 1 –3 (BLOCK 1) 
 

 Week 4-6  (BLOCK 2) 
 

 Week 7- 9  (BLOCK 3) 
 

Week 10-11    (BLOCK 4) 

 Getting to know you Just like me! It’s me 1, 2, 3!  Light and Dark  
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Suggested books with links to this topic include: 
 

 
 
Maths Early Learning Goal focus: 
 

• Matching objects that are the same. 

 Sorting objects into different groups. 

 Making comparisons between 
objects. 

 Making comparisons between 
amounts. 

 Comparing size, mass and capacity. 

 Making simple patterns. 
 
 
 
 

Suggested books with links to this topic include: 
 

 
 
Maths Early Learning Goal focus (number): 
 

• Different ways to represent numbers 
1, 2 and 3 (using different resources 
for example fingers, numicon, objects, 
dice) 

• Comparing the numbers 1,2 and 3. 
• Ways in which you can make the 

numbers 1, 2 and 3 (for example 2 is 
made up of 1 + 1) 
 

Geometry:  
 

• Shape: circles and triangles 
 

Suggested books with links to this topic include: 
 

 
 
Maths Early Learning Goal focus (number): 
 

• Numbers up to 5. 
• Specific focus on number 4. 
• Specific focus on number 5. 
• One more, one less numbers up to 5. 
 

Geometry 
• Shapes with 4 sides and 4 corners (squares and 

rectangles) 
 
Measure:  

• Measurement- time 
• Looking at night and day. 
• Daily routine and key words related to this (for 

example day, night, morning, afternoon). 



This is the Medium Term overview for Spring term. This gives a breakdown of the different Mathematics Early Learning Goals taught 

within each topic.  

 

 

 Week 1-3 (Block 1) Week 4- 6  (Block 2) Week 7-9  (Block 3) Week 10 

 Alive in 5! Growing 6, 7, 8 Building 9 & 10 Consolidation 
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Suggested books with links to this topic include:  
 

 
 
Maths Early Learning Goal focus (number): 
 

• Introducing zero- 0. 
• Comparing numbers up to 5.  
• Ways in which you can make the numbers 4 

and 5 (for example 5 is made up of 3 + 2) 
 
Measure, weight and capacity: 
 

• Comparing mass (weight of objects) 
• Comparing capacity (amount of liquid) 

 
 
 

Suggested books with links to this topic include: 
 

 
  
Maths Early Learning Goal focus (number): 
 

• Learning numbers 6, 7 and 8. 
• Different ways to represent numbers 6, 7 

and 8 (using different resources for 
example fingers, numicon, objects, dice). 

• Making pairs. 
• Combining two groups of objects to find out 

how many there is altogether. 
 
Measure: 
 

• Length and height 
 
Time: 

• Sequencing important times in the day. 

Suggested books with links to this topic include: 
 

 
 
Maths Early Learning Goal focus (number): 
 

• Looking at numbers 9 and 10.  
• Counting forwards and backwards to 10.  
• Different ways to represent numbers 9 and 

10 (using different resources for example 
fingers, numicon, objects, dice). 

• Comparing numbers to 10.  
• Number bonds to 10.  

 
Geometry: 
 

• 3D Shape. 
• Patterns of objects and shapes.  
 

All 
 

During this week we 
consolidate all 

learning taken place 
across the half term.  

 
We revisit any 

aspects of learning 
the children need 

additional work on.  
 

This is also an 
opportunity to iron 

out any further 
misconceptions the 

children may of 
developed. 



This is the Medium Term overview for Summer term. This gives a breakdown of the different Mathematics Early Learning Goals taught within each 

topic.  

We are just waiting on the scheme of work to be updated due to the new EYFS Framework effective from September 2021. This term is based on 

the old the Early Learning Goals. Early Adopters implemented these changes from September 2020. Keep your eyes peeled for our new update 

scheme of work! 

 



 

 Week 1 –3  (BLOCK 1) 
 

 Week 4-6    (BLOCK 2)   
 

Week 7-9  (Block 4) Week 10-12  (Block 5) 
 To 20 and beyond! First, then, now  Find my pattern On the Move 
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Suggested books with links to this topic 
include:  
 

 
Maths Early Learning Goal focus 
(number): 
 

 Recognises numerals 1 to 20.  
 Counts out up to 20 objects 

from a larger group. 
 Count actions or objects which 

cannot be moved.  
 Selects the correct numeral to 

represent 1 to 20 objects.  

 Counts objects to 20. Counts an 
irregular arrangement of up to 
20 objects. 

Spatial reasoning  

 Select and rotate a given shape 
to fit in a space. 

 Using positional language to 
describe how shapes relate to 
one another.  

 

Suggested books with links to this topic 
include:  
 

 
Maths Early Learning Goal focus (number): 
 
 

 Consolidate counting to 10.  

 Subitising quantities.  

 Adding 1, 2 or 3. 

 Subtracting 1,2 or 3 
 
Spatial reasoning  
 

 Exploring how shapes can be 
separated and combined to make 
new shapes. 

 
 

Suggested books with links to this topic include:  
 
 

 
 
Maths Early Learning Goal focus (number): 
 

 Consolidate counting to 10.  

 Subitising quantities.  

 Doubling 

 Sharing and grouping 

 Odd and even numbers  

 Finding half. 
 

Suggested books with links to this topic 
include:  
 

 
 
Maths Early Learning Goal focus (number): 
 
Consolidate all skills learnt across the year. 
 

 Consolidate counting to 10.  

 Subitising quantities.  

 Comparing numbers  

 Ordering numbers 

 Sorting similarities and differences 
 
 
Patterns and relationships: 
 

 Explore and investigate relationships 
between numbers and shapes. 

 Copy, continue and create a wide 
range of repeating patterns and 
symmetrical constructions.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


